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NORTH FLORIDA NEWS

(Some Headlines From The Road)

Michael Bowen – FL State Representative (North) – Dec 2006/Jan 2007

Contact:  3365 Adrian Road, Pensacola, FL 32504 – (850) 308 1953

Michael.s.bowen@gmail.com - http://www.north-florida-rrca.com 

MICHAEL’S MANIC MOMENT FOR THE MONTH:  NEW YEARS' RESOLUTION, RRCA STYLE –

Dear Ken and N. FL Clubs:  Consider this not so much a note providing the accomplishments, more like a confession of shortcomings.  Yes, it's also two weeks late.

Main accomplishment:  Developed web site and newsletter.  Initiated communications with several N. FL clubs.

Benefit:  Knowledge of N. FL club activities.  Several clubs send e-mails of their activities every week...makes me jealous to see what good things are going on there.  You know who I'm talking about <grin>.

Main failure:  Not communicating with enough N. FL clubs.

Cause:  The e-mails get out, but (in the words of my former coach) 'sometimes we just overlook it.'

Intervention:  Phone calls to N. FL club leadership.  Goal is to contact one club per week to enhance relationship.

Resolution for 2006:  Encourage clubs who request event calendar posting (Bonifay Parks and Recreation, for example) to become event clubs or full clubs.  Goal is to gain two full clubs or three event clubs by the end of 2007.  As you would say, Ken: 'marketing, marketing, marketing...'

RRCA BOARD POSITIONS UP FOR ELECTION --

The Nominating Committee of the Road Runners Club of America (RRCA) is advising membership that the following Board positions are up for election in 2007: At-Large (2 positions), Southern Director, Western Director.

Elections for these positions will be held at the RRCA Annual Business Meeting scheduled Saturday, March 24th, 2007 during the 2007 RRCA National Convention. This convention will be held in Chicago, IL. More information about the Convention can be found at http://www.RRCAConvention2007.org.

Detailed information about nominations for serving on the RRCA Board can be found at http://www.rrca.org/rrca/board/boardnom.pdf. For a copy of the document in Word format, email Jean Knaack at execdir@rrca.org .

All nominations must be received via email or mail by Jan 8, 2006.  For questions please contact the Nominating Committee Chair, Michael Hughes, via email at mhughes@atlantatrackclub.org .

____________________________________________________________

SKIRTSPORTS BECOMES WOMENS' DISTANCE FESTIVAL TITLE  SPONSOR --

The RRCA welcomes SkirtSports as the Title Sponsor for the RRCA Women’s Distance Festival for 2007. Launched in 2005 by professional triathlete and 2004 Ironman Wisconsin winner, Nicole DeBoom, Skirtsports is a revolutionary performance clothing company designed for active women that want function as well as fashion out of their fitness wear. SkirtSports was founded with the goal of promoting positive body image and fun in fitness with an emphasis on supporting women in sports. Through this partnership, SkirtSports will provide a title sponsorship package to six Women’s Distance Festival events in 2007.

The title package will include race numbers, race bags, a banner, product coupons for participants, product for premiums, and a special gift to all finishers from SkirtSports. Through a competitive bidding process running from November 13, 2006 through January 15, 2007, representatives from SkirtSports and the RRCA will select six deserving events for the SkirtSports Title Sponsorship Package. The winners will be announced by January 31, 2007. To be eligible for the title package, the events must meet at least the following criteria:

• Be a nonprofit member of the RRCA

• Provide an event that is a women’s only race or has a women’s only start or wave as part of a larger event

• Agree to use the RRCA’s Official Technology partner, Active.com, for registering runners. Furthermore, the event must be willing to share their entrants’ contact information with SkirtSports for marketing purposes if the entrant agrees to be included on a sponsor’s mailing list.

• Purchase race shirts from SkirtSports, if the race provides for a race shirt

• Donate a portion of the race’s net proceeds ($100 minimum) to a nonprofit organization that works on women’s issues such as health, violence prevention/protection, education/advocacy, etc.

• Draw at least 100 participants to the event

• Agree to allow SkirtSports to be the exclusive women’s apparel sold at the event if SkirtSports wishes to sell apparel at the event

Events not selected for the SkirtSports Title Sponsorship package can still receive race benefits. SkirtSports will provide printable discount coupons that race directors can share with all participants in their race bags. RRCA Women’s Distance Festival SkirtSports numbers and race bags can be purchased by all WDF events not receiving the title sponsorship package. 

In addition, to shine the national spotlight on the SkirtSports RRCA Women’s Distance Festival Title Events and all WDF events, Her Sports + Fitness magazine will continue as the 2007 Women’s Distance Festival media partner. Her Sports + Fitness will provide printable discount coupons that race directors can share with all participants in their race bags. In addition, Her Sports + Fitness will provide a free magazine copy to each participant. As featured in the Active Buzz in the November issue of Her Sports + Fitness, they will continue to share the Active Buzz about WDF events in 2007.

For more information on bidding for the SkirtSports Title Sponsorship Package or benefits for all WDF events, visit www.RRCA.org/Programs/WDF.

RRCA ANNUAL RENEWALS --

By now, all club and event leaders should have received your RRCA Annual Membership Renewals. If you have not received a packet for your club or event, please contact the RRCA National Office. For your convenience, the forms are posted on the website at http://www.rrca.org/join/clubs. The forms are now posted in two convenient formats. One is an a MS Word form that you can complete, SAVE and email or print and mail. Be sure to SAVE the file after completing the fields. This form is not automatically saved or sent to the RRCA. If you cannot open an MS Word file, the forms are also posted in PDF format for downloading and printing. 

If you have not had the opportunity to read the November issue of Inside Track, you can find it posted at http://www.rrca.org/resources/publications/20061101inside_track.pdf. There you will find important information about the 2007 dues and insurance rates increase.

To ensure the organization keeps pace with the rate of inflation, the RRCA Board of Directors approved a modest dues increase of 1% at their meeting in September. As a benchmark for dues increases, organizations will often refer to the Consumer Price Index (CPI) to determine an appropriate percentage to increase. For the year 2005, the CPI average was 3.4% and for 2006 (January through September), the CPI average is 3.64% for a 7% increase over the last two years. The RRCA is working hard to address inflationary challenges while maintaining our affordable dues level for our members.

On the insurance side, there has been no increase in the RRCA liability insurance over the past two years. For 2007, we are required to raise our liability insurance rates by 4.5%. While this might seem like a significant increase, the national rate of increase for insurance has been over 10% per year over the last three years for a total of approximately 30%. The 4.5% increase for 2007 averages to a 1.5% annual increase from years 2005 to 2007. When compared with the national insurance increase rates and the CPI, we have worked very hard to minimize rate increases for our members.

For the Directors & Officers insurance, there is no increase in the cost for 2007.

As more clubs and events are finding they need more than the $1 million offered through our general liability policy, we were able to get the additional $1 million coverage ($2 million policy) reduced from a $2000 annual premium to $1500.

As you complete your membership renewal paper work, please remember these important items:

• Provide updated contact information as needed

• Email your club roster to membership@RRCA.org . Your renewal is not complete until we confirm your membership numbers

• Please send payment with your renewal. Remember your CHECK saves us money that we can invest in programs.

• Take advantage of the partnerships included in your membership renewal mailing

When you renewal is complete, you will receive a post card in the mail from the RRCA. If your renewal is not complete the post card will instruct you which items are missing and need to be submitted as soon as possible to complete the renewal.

If you have any questions about your membership renewal, please contact the RRCA National Office at 410-290-3890 or email membership@rrca.org . 

Have a safe-mileage-filled day!

